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I’m looking forward to the dedication of our Peace Room at the Retreat on September 23rd. However, as I talk
about it with others, I realize there is still confusion about the whole concept of our Center for Peace & Understanding.
So, I hope to clear things up with this little explanation of the three important components in our recent peace movement.
The Center for Peace & Understanding is not a physical place. It is a means of providing educational
opportunities and resources to promote peace and compassion wherever possible in our community. For example, we
are currently collaborating with the Sandusky Library to bring an exhibit from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual Respect
to the Library sometime in 2019. We have also begun talks with the City to determine how we can work together to make Sandusky a more
compassionate community.
In order to appeal to all segments of the community, the Center is not being promoted as a religious entity. Nor is it political in nature.
We are hoping to have it eventually become its own secular, non-profit organization. Hopefully, this will make it easier to secure grants for
projects and programs.
The Peace Room is our newly transformed old choir room. It is divided into a small library for resources related to peace and meditation,
and a beautiful, tranquil area for personal meditation.
The Peace Gathering is a meeting of people who have a passion for peace and understand the need for The Center for Peace &
Understanding. It is held on the third Thursday of every month. There is a social time, a few minutes discussion about meditation and then
a guest speaker presents a topic related to peace. That could be about inner peace, peace within relationships, or peace within the community,
nation or world.
Because of our desire to avoid the “religious” label and make these truly community gatherings, we’re searching for a place outside the
church to hold them. City Manager, Eric Wobser, is helping us. We hope to secure the location by our next meeting, but if not, we will meet
in the Boardman Room as in the past.
If you are still confused as to what’s what, please see me. I love to talk about peace!
Shalom , Rev. Lenore

REPORTS FROM OUR BOARDS
Christian Education Jacki Warren - Chairperson
Prepare for a busy September. Children’s Sunday School will resume September 10. Plans are complete for another exciting year of
learning about and practicing our Christian faith under the guidance of Patsy Hicks.
At The Peace Gathering on September 21st we will commemorate The International Day of Peace and hear a presentation by Rev. John
Schluep from Warriors’ Journey Home. Social time begins at 6:30 p.m. The program starts at 7:00.
The Study Group will resume Thursday, September 28. We will be learning more about how and why we as children of one God have
found so many ways to judge and hate each other. All are welcome to join us in exploring this most timely topic in truthful, loving dialogue.
Saturday 23 is the date for our annual retreat. We will meet at Sheldon Marsh for a guided tour of this wonderful example of conservation

of resources for the benefit of land, water, wildlife, and those of us who find peace and inspiration in these beautiful surroundings. Come
prepared for walking and dress for the weather. The paths are flat, paved and accessible, so everyone should be able to enjoy the outing.
Prepare to be awed by the beauty of God’s creation and the value of man’s conservation efforts.
Returning to the church, we will dedicate the new Peace Room . Remember clearing out the room at last year’s retreat? Well, see the
transformation and share the joy as we dedicate the space and ourselves to the goals of peace and understanding. May this be a legacy of
our church.
Of course, we will have lunch, fun and activities promoting conservation efforts we can all participate in throughout the year. We will close
the day with worship. Watch the mail for your invitation. Please plan to join your church family, friends and all those seeking comfort in these
disturbing times.

Board of Deacons Kim Nemeth - Chairperson
I want to again thank Barb Petersen for all of her hard work this summer hosting Fellowship! We all really appreciate it. As fall approaches
we now need other people to sign up to host Fellowship. Remember, you do not have to bring goodies unless you want to. All you need to do
is make the coffee, set up and clean up. I will make sure we have beverages and supplies for each week.

Board of Finance
Thank you to everyone who has helped pay the Air Conditioning fund down to the current balance. We only have a little more than
$4,000 left to pay. Let’s see if we can get it paid off by the end of the year!
Board of Mission & Outreach
Barb Petersen - Chairperson
While we did not have an actual meeting, included is an update as assembled by Barbara Petersen:
- No new "Thank You" notes were received this month.
- Disaster Team: Nothing new to report from Chris Michaels.
New Business:
- Advertising for the CROP WALK on Sunday October 1, 2017. Rev. Bottoms told Barb he would see to it that an article would be submitted
to the secretary by the newsletter September deadline.
- Donations to other organizations are still being discussed and considered.
- Received a letter from NWO Association of UCC indicating that support pledges & donations to OCWM have gone down the last several years
& are affecting staffing & ability of UCC to provide services to member churches.
Next meeting scheduled for September 10, 2017.
Respectfully submitted,
Robin Pratt

At the September 1st meeting of the Book Club Still Alice, the selection for October, will be distributed. Copies will also
be available from the church office.
Written by author and neuroscientist Lisa Genova, Still Alice is a moving and vivid depiction of life with early-onset
Alzheimer’s disease. Both beautiful and terrifying, it is the story of fifty-year-old Alice Howland and how her tragic diagnosis
changes her life—and her relationship with her family and the world—forever. As she struggles to cope with Alzheimer’s, she
learns that her worth is comprised of far more than her ability to remember.
All are welcome to join the lively discussions that take place on the first Friday of the month at 2:00 p.m. in the Frosty’s Activity Center
at the Parkvue Health Care Center.

LAST CHANCE OF THE SEASON FOR SHORELINE WORSHIP
If you haven’t made it to a Shoreline service yet this summer, your final opportunity is September 3rd. The speaker that morning will be
our friend Jose Soto. Lucky for us, he has chosen Shoreline ministries to be the offering focus. We will conclude the season by celebrating
holy communion.

ADD YOUR VOICE TO THE CHOIR
New choir members are always welcome, but now that a new program year is beginning, it’s the perfect time to join
the choir. Rehearsals will be held after worship.

Rev. Lenore will be taking vacation time beginning September 4th and will be back in the office on the 12th. If you have a pastoral emergency
during that time, please contact Rev. Bob Bottoms at 419-271-0086 (cell). He will be preaching on the 10 th.

The fall Spaghetti Dinner has been scheduled for Friday, November 10th. Tickets should be available later
this month. If you would like to help with the dinner itself, please contact Kim Nemeth at 419-656-1746 or sign up
on the sign-up sheets in the sanctuary.
Joy Berquist will organize the bucket auction and needs new items and gift cards. If you know of a
business that might donate items or gift cards, please let Joy know.
Once again we will offer the 50/50 drawing! Please see Robin for tickets to buy, and sell.

The Supper Club will meet at Sortino’s (1202 Sycamore Line) on Tuesday, September 5th at 6:00 p.m.. Reservations are needed so
please sign up on the sheet posted on the back bulletin board in the sanctuary.

Movie Night this month (September 19th at 7:00 p.m.) will feature
Go West Young Man, starring screen legend Mae West and gorgeous
Randolph Scott! This screwball comedy is about a frustrated actress
whose amorous desires keep getting her in trouble! Popcorn is provided.
Bring your own beverages. All are welcome - bring a friend!

GAME NIGHT
Game Night resumes Tuesday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m.. Bring your favorite game and a snack to share and join the fun! Faster-paced
and inclusive games are recommended, as we hope to have players rotate and try out new games in the course of the evening. Contact Tim
Work with any questions or suggestions at 419-271-2227.

Community Breakfast - September 30 th
lend a hand or make a donation
Cathy & Mark Pifer are taking charge of the next Community Breakfast, to be held Saturday, September 30th from 9 - 11 a.m.. They
are looking for volunteers. If you can’t be there the whole time, your help setting up before, or cleaning up afterwards would be appreciated.
Please let them know your availability. If instead you would like to make a donation, please put it in the offering plate in an envelope and mark
it “Community Breakfast.”

RECOVERY WALK
Sandusky’s fourth annual Recovery Walk for all who support recovery is scheduled for Saturday, September 16th at 3:00 p.m.. Organized
by the Sandusky Artisans Recovery Community Center, the walk begins at the Artisans Center (138 E. Market St.) and ends at the Shoreline
Park pavilion. Upon arrival at the Park there will be speakers, fun and food. Then from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. there will be a dance at the State
Theater.
The Walk is free and you can get a free T-shirt if you are one of the first 200 to register at artisansrecoveryctr.com. Tickets for the dance
are $5 in advance, or $10 at the door.

Daryl Becker, Phyllis Bottoms
Fred & Sue Nottke
Bill Michaels
Don Schlett
Mark & Cathy Pifer
Bob Bottoms
Jackie Niven
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THE UNITARIANS RESUME SERVICES SEPTEMBER 10th
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Erie County will begin meeting again on September 10th for Poetry Sunday. Participants are
invited to bring a favorite poem to read aloud to the group, one of their own or something by another poet.
Their meetings will take place on the second Sunday of every month at 3:00 p.m. in the Boardman Room, and are open to all. A schedule
of speakers for the balance of this year is posted on the bulletin board in the elevator entrance.

Since the last newsletter, we have received letters of thanks from Ability Works, Care & Share, Crosssroad, the Erie
County Senior Center, LGBT Community Center of Greater Cleveland, UCC International Emergency relief, designated
for the East Africa Famine and the Volunteers of America for our mission donations.
We also received these expressions of thanks...

Dear friends of First Congregational Church,
I am still carrying with me your good wishes as we observed my 45th Anniversary of Ordination to Ministry. On one hand I think 45 years, who
would have thought. And on another I wonder what the next five and ten years will bring.
I thank all for their kind words either through personal greeting or cards received. And as Pastor Lenore would attest it’s a celebration so we
have cake. I even received an unexpected greeting from Rev. John Gantt, interim Ohio Conference Minister. John and I first crossed paths when
I was brand new in ministry. John read about the celebration and com plimented our congregation for recognizing the occasion.
As special word of thanks to Charles and Robin for their music. I was at a loss to name “one favorite hymn,” and they did well in rendering “How
can I keep from singing.”
Most of all I wish to thank all of you for welcoming Phyllis and I to congregation membership several years ago. We look forward to a long and
fruitful relationship.
Sincerely,

Bob Bottom s

From Chuck Marinelli:
I want to thank all of you who have supported ARC (AIDS Resource Center) over the past few years with your donations. Currently, Bill
and I are not able to deliver items to Mansfield, so for now we need to suspend this mission project.

Rev. Rick Dorsch, Addy Fitzthum, Jane Hibbard, Aubree Jones, Roger Jones, Marv & Debbi Keller, Anita Lawson, Don
Lindsley, Chuck Marinelli & Bill Roche, Bill Michaels, Sebastian Palmucci, Barb Reilly, Angie & Brent Williams, People
& communities impacted by Hurricane Harvey, Students & teachers returning to school, Josh/son of David Shipley’s
friend, Dave Pankman, John & Christine Vroman, Chris Howell, The family, The Bastein & Legando family and the
Bramel, Coy, DeHenning, Johnson, Nelson, Redfern, and Roob Families
Homebound: Ruth Baker, Jane Brock, Anne Johnstone, Elm eda Schwartz

Welcome Paulette!
After a week of training with our former secretary, Paulette Pasley began her duties on August 7th. She comes
to us with 36 years of experience as a church secretary at First Presbyterian Church! She is continuing her part-time
hours there while also working for us, so don’t be surprised if she accidently answers the phone “First Presbyterian
Church.” Likewise, she won’t be surprised if you accidently call her Paula, our former secretary’s name!
Paula May needed to resign in order to care for her aging parents in Bowling Green. We wish her well and are
grateful for her seven years with us.

Dear Congregation,
The Boys & Girls Club reopens August 30th, then we follow their school schedule for the semester. The Club is open each day from 2:30 7:00 p.m.. Volunteers are welcome to assist anytime.
Homework time from 3-4 p.m. is always a good time to come in and visit, however, there won’t be much homework to do until the kids
get a few weeks under their tiny belts. If anyone wishes to make a donation, school supplies are always a good idea in the fall.
We just finished our second trip to Cedar Point and we had a blast. We had some tickets donated by Hubbard Radio Station in Chicago.
Go figure, some gifts come right out of left field and due west. Amen for the small things.
Long gone are the days when you could get on every ride at Cedar Point. (And the funhouse, the train and Jungle Larry’s Safari!). Now
there’s just too much stuff. You have to pick a ‘must ride’ list and then search around for others with short waits.
Yesterday the kids also got a little lesson on working as a group. Or maybe participating is the better word, in this case. Ten kids want
to go in ten different directions. So, obviously, we had many moments of compromise between the group. And some of them not so gently
coerced.
Ironically, when kids are inside Cedar Point, when they are confronted with an abundance of goings-on and their senses are being
inundated, it seems that in those moments the kids can really appreciate the practical nature of sacrifice and compromise. I think they realize
that they are bound to get something good out of the deal.
I suppose it wouldn’t be wise to applaud ‘abundance’, just for the sake of overkill. But if it were to mean an extra heavy dose of fun with
some splashes of critical thinking in between, then I’ll take it.
David Icsman / Youth Center Unit Director
Not what we have, but what we enjoy, constitutes our abundance. – Epicurus

CROP Hunger Walks are community wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by
local congregations or groups of Sandusky to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world. The Walk
will be held on Sunday, October 1. The 5K walk begins and ends at Columbus Ave. United Methodist Church.
Registration is at 1:00 and the walk begins at 2:00 p.m..
You may join in the walk as a walker, or by sponsoring one of your fellow members as a way towards
contributing to this very worthwhile program.
Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing our world, but it doesn’t have to be this way. Ending hunger
is possible, and it is possible in our lifetime. You can help make it happen.
For nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people worldwide have access to nutritious, sustainable food
sources. From combating droughts in Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in Indonesia to stocking shelves in hundreds of food pantries

across the United States, CROP Hunger Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support local food programs and the international antihunger work of Church World Service.
Stand with neighbors in your community who rely on food assistance programs. Partner with parents worldwide as they ensure a bright
future for their children. Support those struggling in the face of grinding poverty and open up new doors of opportunity for them.
Tens of thousands of CROP Hunger Walkers are committed to building a hunger-free world. Join the movement!
Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go? CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church World Service, especially
grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts around the world. In addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk will return up to 25 percent of the
funds it raises to hunger-fighting programs in Erie County. The goal this year is to have 75 walkers from at least 15 different churches
participating to raise $5000.
Registration materials and sponsor sheets will be available on Sunday mornings prior to the walk.

John Schluep, founder of WJH, and author of Soul’s Cry presents

Healing the Invisible Wounds of War
Thursday, September 21st
at
The Peace Gathering

The Warriors’ Journey Home (WJH), is an organization dedicated to providing spiritual healing and soul repair for veterans, families and
the community. “Community is essential to the process,” Schluep says. “Together we can begin to heal the wounds of war.” WJH is a nonpolitical, non-sectarian group. A new chapter is being formed in Sandusky and hopes to meet at the church as part of the outreach of our Center
for Peace & Understanding.
To learn more, please come to this presentation, and invite anyone you know who is in need of this healing. It could be life changing.
Social time begins at 6:30 p.m., the program starts at 7:00.
Please note, with the help of City Manager Eric Wobser, we are hoping to move our monthly Peace Gatherings out into the
community. Please watch upcoming bulletin announcements to find out if that will happen this month. If not, we will continue to meet
in the Boardman Room.

